
SEVENTH GRADE SUMMER READING PROJECT 

Extra Credit 

Assignment is due by Monday, August 10.  Turn in the assignment to your English Language Arts teacher.       

No time extensions will be allowed. 

Read ONE of the following novels and complete Part I and Part II activities. 

 The Crossover by Kwame Alexander  

 I’ll Always Write Back by Caitlin Alifirenka and Martin Ganda 

 The Great Green Heist by Varian Johnson 

  

Part I:  Answer three open-response questions. 

Answer any three of the following questions about the novel.  Each response must be at least one 

paragraph long (at least five detailed sentences). 

1. How is this story similar or different from your own personal experiences? 

2. Who is the main character and what are his strengths or weaknesses? 

3. If you were the author, how would you change the ending of the story? 

4. Why do you think the author chose the title of this book? 

5. Which part of the story do you think was the most important? 

6. What would you say about the story to convince someone to read this book? 

Part II:  Choose one of the projects listed to present your interpretations of the novel. 

1. Design a book cover :  Fold the paper in half 

 Front:  Design and color a new cover for the book; include the title and author. 

 Inside left:  Describe at least 3 things you liked or 3 things you disliked about the book. 

 Inside right:  Describe how the book made you feel. 

Back cover:  Write a summary that would catch the readers’ attention and make them want to read the 

book.                                                                                                                                                                                               

DO NOT COPY INFORMATION WORD-FOR-WORD FROM THE BOOK.  BE CREATIVE! 

2. Make a model of an event or scene in the book in a shoe box. 

3. Create a timeline of the story’s important events on a poster board.  The timeline must be in 

chronological order and have a least 10 points; each point must have an illustration. 

4. Create a collage about the story using newspaper, magazine, or printed pictures, cutout and mounted 

on poster board. 

 

Each part of the assignment must follow the guide lines and reflect quality work and neatness.  By 

successfully completing Part I and Part II of this extra credit assignment, students will increase their overall 

1st nine weeks’ ELA average by two points.  

 

 

 



 

The Crossover 

"With a bolt of lightning on my kicks . . . The court is SIZZLING. My sweat is DRIZZLING. Stop all that quivering. 

Cuz tonight I'm delivering," announces dread-locked, 12-year old Josh Bell. He and his twin brother Jordan are 

awesome on the court. But Josh has more than basketball in his blood, he's got mad beats, too, that tell his 

family's story in verse, in this fast and furious middle grade novel of family and brotherhood. 

 

Josh and Jordan must come to grips with growing up on and off the court to realize breaking the rules comes 

at a terrible price, as their story's heart-stopping climax proves a game-changer for the entire family.   

 

I’ll Always Write Back 

The true story of an all-American girl and a boy from Zimbabwe and the letter that changed both of their lives 

forever.  It started as an assignment.  Everyone in Caitlin’s class wrote to an unknown student somewhere in a 

distant place. Martin was lucky to even receive a pen-pal letter. There were only ten letters, and fifty kids in 

his class.  But he was the top student, so he got the first one.  That letter was the beginning of a 

correspondence that spanned six years and changed two lives. 

In this compelling dual memoir, Caitlin and Martin recount how they became best friends--and better 

people—through their long-distance exchange. Their story will inspire you to look beyond your own life and 

wonder about the world at large and your place in it. 

 

The Great Green Heist 

Saving the school -- one con at a time. 

 

Jackson Greene has reformed. No, really he has. He became famous for the Shakedown at Shimmering Hills, 

and everyone still talks about the Blitz at the Fitz.... But after the disaster of the Mid-Day PDA, he swore off 

scheming and conning for good. 

 

Then Keith Sinclair -- loser of the Blitz -- announces he's running for school president, against Jackson's former 

best friend Gaby de la Cruz. Gaby hasn't talked to Jackson since the PDA, and he knows she won't welcome his 

involvement. But he also knows Keith has "connections" to the principal, which could win him the election 

whatever the vote count.  

 

So Jackson assembles a crack team to ensure the election is done right: Hashemi Larijani, tech genius. Victor 

Cho, bankroll. Megan Feldman, science goddess and cheerleader. Charlie de la Cruz, point man. Together they 

devise a plan that will bring Keith down once and for all. Yet as Jackson draws closer to Gaby again, he realizes 

the election isn't the only thing he wants to win.  


